
 
 
Dear Chairman Lemar & Distinguished Members of the Transportation Committee:  
  
Subject: HB5366  
  
My name is Donna Petrillo, my family and I are owners and operators of a licensed used auto 
parts and recycling facility in New Haven, CT; Petrillo’s Used Auto Parts, Inc. I am proud to say 
I am a third generation operator of the family business that my grandfather started over 80 years 
ago.  
  
On behalf of my business, my family, my employees and my colleagues, and as a past president 
and current sitting board of directors member of the Connecticut Auto Recyclers Association 
(CAR), I am writing to strongly urge you to oppose and vote NO on HB5366 which is set to be 
heard before the Transportation Committee on March 9, 2022.    
  
If enacted HB5366 will have a far reaching negative impact on the recycling industry by 
eliminating our ability to sell quality recycled OEM parts to licensed repair facilities. Further, it 
has the potential to increase consumer insurance rates, increase collision repair costs which are 
then passed on to the consumer and most definitely will eliminate jobs within the recycling 
industry.  House Bill 5366 also has the potential to create a monopoly for auto manufacturers if 
the parts to be used to repair vehicles must only be supplied through a new OEM dealer.  
  
In a nut shell HB5366 restricts the use of RECYCLED OEM automotive parts in consumer 
collision vehicle repairs.  As the bill is currently drafted, the proponents are trying to “fix” 
something that isn’t broken.  The reality is that there are already current procedures within the 
“OEM recommendations and repair guidelines” that present very large hurdles for our industry. 
What is feared with the current language in HB5366 is that at any given time the OEM’s could 
simply change their procedures to entirely require the use of only NEW OEM parts.  This would 
effectively end over 80% of what my business sells. Unfortunately, it appears that this may be a 
thinly veiled attempt by the proponents to extract additional funds from insurance companies to 
repair damaged vehicles using only dealer OEM replacement parts.  
  
Currently, licensed auto body collision and repair facilities are policed by the Department of 
Motor Vehicles to ensure their work on repairing damaged vehicles is done in the manor set forth 
in existing statutes.  We, as licensed recyclers and sellers of recycled OEM car parts are policed 
by DMV as well.  Selling recycled OEM auto parts is the foundation of our business. If this bill 
isn't killed in its entirety my business, which employees between 14-16 employees at any given 
time and has been in business for over 80 years, and ALL OTHER licensed auto part recycling 
facilities in the state of Connecticut will in affect be out of business with thousands upon 
thousands of dollars invested in salvageable recycled OEM auto parts.  My business would 
basically be worth the land it sits on.  
   
I implore you to consider the far reaching implications of this potentially devastating legislation 
to the auto parts recycling industry and agree that HB5366 is not a bill you want to endorse. 
Respectfully, this bill needs to be held in committee and not advanced.  
  
Thank you in advance for taking the time to read my concerns regarding HB5366.  



  
Sincerely  
  
Donna Petrillo  
Operations Manager  
Petrillo’s Used Auto Parts  
150 Middletown Ave  
New Haven, CT 06513  

 
 


